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SAMPLE DEMOGRAPHICS SAMPLE POP.

Council
District

(Voters)

Dist. 1 21% 21%

Dist. 2 19% 18%

Dist. 3 20% 20%

Dist. 4 20% 21%

Dist. 5 20% 20%

Length of
Residence

0-5 Years 18%

6-10 Years 18%

11-20 Years 20%

20+ Years 43%

Gender Male 48% 49%

Female 51% 51%

Self-Describe 1%

Age (18+) 18-35 25% 27%

36-50 26% 26%

51-64 22% 23%

65+ 27% 24%

No Answer 1%

SAMPLE DEMOGRAPHICS SAMPLE POP.

Education High School 17% 28%

Some College 3% 21%

College Degree 13%

Grad School

No Answer

Household Couple and Kids 25% 21%

Couple/No Kids 36% 38%

Single and Kids 7% 5%

Single/No Kids 26% 36%

Other 4%

No Answer 3%

Home
Ownership

Own 63% 67%
Rent 34% 33%

No Answer 3%
Race or

Ethnicity
African American/Black 3% 4%

Asian/Pacific Islander 4% 7%
Caucasian/White 76% 70%

Hispanic/Latino 7% 10%
Native American 1% 1%

Other 3% 6%
No Answer 6%

SAMPLE DEMOGRAPHICS SAMPLE POP
.

Income $50,000 or Less 23%* 25%

$51,000-85,000 27%* 23%

$86,000-$125,000 26%* 20%

Over $126,000 25%* 32%

No Answer (9%)

Employment Self/Owner 9%

Private Business 29%

Public Sector 25%

Military 2%

Student 1%

Work
Location

Thurston County 70%

Outside Thurston 28%

No Answer 8%
*Percent based on

321 employed.

*Percent based
on those giving

answers.

Sample
Demographics



Much Better Somewhat Better Don't Know Somewhat Worse Much Worse

2026

2025

2024

5 32 10 59 16

6 44 8 48 11

8 48 12 40 11

2026

2025

2024

5 37 11 52 13

7 42 9 49 8

9 51 12 37 9

2026

2025

2024

8 47 9 44 10

12 61 7 32 7

15 62 21 18 12

County Residents Less Optimistic Than A Year Ago

In Thurston
County

In Your
Community

For Your
Household

Q: In the next few questions, I would like to know – in general terms – whether you expect things
will go well or not so well in the next year or so. First, over the next year, do you think things will get
Much Better, Somewhat Better, Somewhat Worse, or Much Worse?



Moderate
51%

None
26%

Severe
23%

74%

Recent Price Increases Have Caused Hardship for Most

3 in 4 Thurston County households
have experienced hardship as 
a result of increased prices. 

Q: Have the recent price increases caused any
financial hardship for you or your household?

If yes... Is that a severe hardship that affects
your ability to maintain your current standard
of living, or is it a moderate hardship that
affects you somewhat but does not jeopardize
your current standard of living? 



Thurston County Grade as a Place to Live Dips,
But 84% Rated it as “Satisfactory” or Better
Q: Overall, how would you rate Thurston County as a place to live?
If you were to give it a grade–like they do in school?

Excellent Good Satisfactory Unsatisfactory Poor

2026

2025

2024

16 41 27 11 4

16 40 33 7

18 43 25 9 4

2.55 GPA

2.60 GPA

2.63 GPA



Excellent Very Good Satisfactory Fair Poor

Beauty/Setting 34% 
Community/Size 27%

Quality of Life 24%
Amenities 16%
Recreation 9%

Public Safety 8%
Diversity 7%

Proximity 6%
Schools 5%

Economy 5%

Quality of Life 18%
Beauty/Setting 16%

Community/Size 15%
Affordability 13%

Amenities 13%
Public Safety 11%

Economy 9%
Homelessness 9%

Proximity 8%
Transit 5%

Affordability 30%
Homelessness 21%

Public Safety 17%
Taxes 13%

Beauty/Setting 9%
Amenities 9%

Local Government 8%
Traffic 8%

Growth/Development 7%
Housing 7%

Roads & Streets 7%

Taxes 30%
Homelessness 29%

Affordability 25%
Public Safety 21%

Local Government 17%
Politics 11%

Amenities 7%
Growth/Development 6%

Taxes 44%
Homelessness 32%

Local Government 24%
Public Safety 24%
Affordability 16%

Politics 8%

The Main Reason for the Grade Varies
Q: What is the main reason you gave that grade?



Affordability and
Homelessness Named
as Thurston County’s
“Most Pressing Issues”
for Third Straight Year

Q: What would you say is
the most pressing issue in
Thurston County today?

2026 2025 2024

Affordability

Homelessness

Crime

Taxes

Political Divisions

Growth/Zoning

Local Government/Politicians

Government Spending

Economy/Jobs

Federal/State Government

Health Care

Traffic

Infrastructure

Schools

Miscellaneous

34
31

24

30
24

33

19
15

22

11
12

7

11

3

7
5

6

5
9

6

5

5
9

4

4
5

1

3

2

3
3

2

2

3

2
5

3

15
9
9



Q: Thinking about your specific neighborhood,
overall, how would you grade it as a desirable
place to live? Would you say...

Neighborhood Grade:
“B-” (2.93 GPA) 

Excellent Good Satisfactory Unsatisfactory Poor

No Opinion

2026

2025

2024

2.96 GPA

2.93 GPA

2.99 GPA

31 41 21 4

31 40 24 4

32 41 20 4

3

1

2 1



Stable Ratings for Countywide Public Safety 
and Neighborhood Safety

Q: In the next section, 
rate how well you Agree or
Disagree with this statement:

“I feel safe in my
neighborhood.”

Q: If you had to grade
Crime and Public Safety
in Thurston County, what
grade would you give it?

Strongly Agree Agree Disagree Strongly Disagree

2026

2025

2024

30 54 12

25 61 9

28 53 11 5

Excellent Good Satisfactory Unsatisfactory Poor

2026

2025

2024

7 32 30 19 11

9 26 37 17 9

7 27 28 21 15



Government Services Combined Grade “C” (2.11 GPA)
Q: How would you grade the following characteristics of your community?
Use the same letter grades as before.

Excellent Good Satisfactory No Opinion Unsatisfied Poor

2026

2025

2024

29 32 21 12 4

25 44 26 3

30 41 18 5 5

2026

2025

2024

12 32 30 11 11 4

13 37 33 9 5 3

16 33 30 7 9 5

2026

2025

2024

10 27 21 20 13 9

14 30 29 13 8 6

10 32 20 15 14 9

Fire &
Emergency

Medical

2.94 GPA

2.89 GPA

2.98 GPA

2.43 GPA*

2.58 GPA

2.50 GPA

2.21 GPA*

2.44 GPA

2.24 GPA

Environmental
Protection

Public
Schools

*Significant difference vs last year.



Government Services Combined Grade “C” (2.11 GPA)
Q: How would you grade the following characteristics of your community?
Use the same letter grades as before.

Excellent Good Satisfactory No Opinion Unsatisfied Poor

2026

2025

2024

14 24 27 16 11 8

12 29 31 13 10 5

13 26 27 14 12 8

2026

2025

2024

7 27 41 16 8

9 29 37 19 6

6 32 37 17 7

2026

2025

2024

7 32 30 19 11

9 26 37 17 9

7 27 28 21 15

Public
Transportation

2.30 GPA

2.36 GPA

2.29 GPA

2.10 GPA*

2.16 GPA

2.14 GPA

2.06 GPA*

2.09 GPA

1.90 GPA

Condition of 
Roads & Bridges

Crime &
Public Safety

*Significant difference vs last year.



Government Services Combined Grade “C” (2.11 GPA)
Q: How would you grade the following characteristics of your community?
Use the same letter grades as before.

*Significant difference vs last year.

Excellent Good Satisfactory No Opinion Unsatisfied Poor

2026

2025

2024

4 24 39 21 11

6 26 41 16 9

6 26 40 3 14 11

2026

2025

2024

14 29 16 24 15

6 20 38 11 16 9

3 16 31 16 20 14

2026

2025

2024

7 32 30 19 11

9 26 37 17 9

7 27 28 21 15

1.90 GPA

2.08 GPA

2.02 GPA

1.57 GPA*

1.98 GPA

1.69 GPA

1.52 GPA*

1.82 GPA

1.73 GPA

Traffic
Management

Land Use &
Zoning

Value Recieved
for Local Taxes



Excellent Good Satisfactory No Opinion Unsatisfied Poor

2026

2025

2024

20 33 23 6 13 5

21 35 30 9 3

21 35 25 4 9 6

2026

2025

2024

18 30 23 16 11

20 34 26 12 6

20 29 24 14 11

A Place to
Raise a
Family

2.54 GPA

2.64 GPA

2.58 GPA

2.26 GPA*

2.50 GPA

2.33 GPA

A Place to
Grow Old

*Significant difference vs last year.

Community Attributes Combined Grade “C” (1.89 GPA);
All Six Categories Rated Lower Than Last Year
Q: How would you grade the following characteristics of your community?



Excellent Good Satisfactory No Opinion Unsatisfied Poor

2026

2025

2024

14 30 32 3 14 7

13 39 32 3 10 3

12 31 32 3 14 8

2026

2025

2024

7 30 26 15 13 9

10 26 33 12 10 9

7 24 28 17 15 9

Social
Justice

*Significant difference vs last year.

A Sense of
Community

2.30 GPA*

2.50 GPA

2.25 GPA

2.15 GPA

2.22 GPA

2.07 GPA

Community Attributes Combined Grade “C” (1.89 GPA);
All Six Categories Rated Lower Than Last Year
Q: How would you grade the following characteristics of your community?



2026

2025

2024

9 21 4 37 29

4 11 33 28 23

8 20 3 35 34

1.12 GPA*

1.45 GPA

1.07 GPA

Housing
Affordability

2026

2025

2024

3 8 17 31 39

6 10 26 31 26

3 6 15 31 44

1.02 GPA*

1.37 GPA

0.87 GPA

Homelessness

1.81 GPA*

2.17 GPA

2.16 GPA

The Business
Climate

Excellent Good Satisfactory No Opinion Unsatisfied Poor

2026

2025

2024

4 21 30 13 19 13

6 30 34 9 14 7

5 28 36 13 11 7

Community Attributes Combined Grade “C” (1.89 GPA);
All Six Categories Rated Lower Than Last Year
Q: How would you grade the following characteristics of your community?



Excellent Good Satisfactory No Opinion Unsatisfied Poor

2026

2025

2024

18 35 34 6 5

20 34 36 7 3

25 35 29 6 4

2026

2025

2024

14 37 30 11 6

17 36 34 7 4

15 39 28 11 5

Entertainment
& Recreation

*Significant difference vs last year.

Grocery
Stores Nearby

2.55 GPA

2.61 GPA

2.70 GPA

2.40 GPA*

2.56 GPA

2.51 GPA

Community Amenities Rate “C+” (2.39 GPA);
Grades Down for All Four Items
Q: How would you grade the following characteristics of your community?



Community Amenities Rate “C+” (2.39 GPA);
Grades Down for All Four Items
Q: How would you grade the following characteristics of your community?

Excellent Good Satisfactory No Opinion Unsatisfied Poor

2026

2025

2024

14 29 29 20 6

16 31 38 10 3

18 34 28 13 6

2026

2025

2024

12 34 37 10 6

17 30 36 11 5

16 34 33 11 5

Variety of Shops
& Restaurants

Nearby

*Significant difference vs last year.

Access to
Health Care

2.25 GPA*

2.46 GPA

2.47 GPA

2.36 GPA

2.42 GPA

2.45 GPA



Agree STR Agree NA Disagree Disagree STR

2026

2025

2024

9 48 7 24 12

10 59 6 16 9

12 47 9 21 11

2026

2025

2024

11 31 5 28 25

12 43 20 23

12 29 6 26 27

Respondents Less Positive About Growth, More Opposed
To Neighborhood Density Compared to Last Year
Q: The following are some statements that have been made about living in Thurston County. 
As I read each one, tell me if you Agree Strongly, Agree, Disagree, Disagree Strongly with that statement:

1) All things considered, growth
and development has been
positive for my community.

2) I would support the
construction of more housing
in my neighborhood.



POS +, POS + POS +, NEG - NA NEG -, POS + NEG -, NEG -

2026

2025

2024

31 24 11 8 26

46 22 7 6 19

31 26 13 7 23

Constituency for Growth and Neighborhood Density
Shrinks Back to 2024 Level
Q: Do you view this growth and housing density as Positive or Negative, respectively?

Growth Positive, Density Positive
Growth Positive, Density Negative

Growth Negative, Density Positive
Growth Negative, Density Negative



CHARACTERISTIC A B C D F NA GPA
2026

GPA
2025

GPA
2024

Fire & Emergency Medical 29 38 21 4 2 6 2.94 2.89 2.89

Grocery Stores Nearby 18 35 34 6 5 1 2.55 2.61 2.70

A Place to Raise A Family 20 33 23 13 5 5 2.54 2.64 2.58

Environmental Protection 12 32 30 11 4 11 2.43 2.58 2.50

Entertainment, Recreation 14 37 30 11 6 2 2.40 2.56 2.51

Variety of Shops, Restaurants 12 34 37 10 6 1 2.36 2.42 2.45

A Sense of Community 14 30 32 14 7 3 2.30 2.50 2.25

Public Transportation 14 24 27 11 8 16 2.30 2.36 2.29

A Place to Grow Old 18 30 23 16 11 2 2.26 2.50 2.33

Access to Health Care 14 29 29 20 6 3 2.25 2.46 2.46

Public Schools 10 27 21 13 9 19 2.21 2.44 2.24

Social Justice 7 30 26 13 9 15 2.15 2.22 2.07

Conditions of Roads & Bridges 7 27 41 16 8 1 2.10 2.16 2.14

Crime & Public Safety 7 32 30 19 11 2 2.06 2.09 1.90

Traffic Management 4 24 39 21 11 1 1.90 2.06 2.02

The Business Climate 4 21 30 19 13 14 1.81 2.17 2.16

Land Use & Zoning 2 14 29 24 15 16 1.57 1.98 1.69

Value Received for Local Taxes 2 19 28 22 24 5 1.52 1.82 1.73

Housing Affordability 1 9 21 37 29 3 1.12 1.45 1.07

Homelessness 3 8 17 31 39 2 1.02 1.37 0.87

Government Services

Community Attributes

Community Amenities

Q: Next are some characteristics of your
community. How would you grade the
following characteristics of your community?
Use the same letter grades as before. 

Average
GPA (2.09)

“Characteristics 
of Your Community”
Ranked



AVERAGE GRADE FINANCIAL HARDSHIP

SERVICES OVERALL GPA NONE MODERATE SEVERE

Fire & Emergency Medical Services 2.94 3.04 3.03 2.60

Environmental Protection 2.43 2.48 2.58 2.04

Public Transportation 2.30 2.41 2.39 1.97

Public Schools 2.21 2.33 2.34 1.80

Condition of Roads & Bridges 2.10 2.28 2.17 1.73

Crime & Public Safety 2.06 2.12 2.13 1.82

Traffic Management 1.90 2.01 2.02 1.50

Land Use & Zoning 1.57 1.67 1.74 1.10

Value Received for Local Taxes 1.52 1.78 1.66 0.94

ATTRIBUTES

A Place to Raise A Family 2.54 2.72 2.70 1.97

A Sense of Community 2.30 2.41 2.43 1.86

A Place to Grow Old 2.26 2.38 2.49 1.63

Social Justice 2.15 2.33 2.30 1.63

The Business Climate 1.81 1.98 2.01 1.21

Housing Affordability 1.12 1.42 1.24 0.52

Homelessness 1.02 1.06 1.04 0.92

AMENITIES

Grocery Stores Nearby 2.94 3.04 3.03 2.60

Entertainment, Recreational Opportunities 2.43 2.48 2.58 2.04

Variety of Shops and Restaurants Nearby 2.30 2.41 2.39 1.97

Access to Health Care 2.21 2.33 2.34 1.80

This table displays the full grades
and “grade point average” (GPA) for
each of the 20 characteristics included
in this survey, in order of their grade.
The colors indicate which category in
which the factor was included.

Financial Hardship
Drags Down
Community Ratings


	CONDUCTED MAY 26 - JUNE 1, 2026
	ADMINISTERED BY ELWAY RESEARCH
	Survey of Thurston County Voters
	Sample Demographics
	Recent Price Increases Have Caused Hardship for Most
	Q: Have the recent price increases caused any financial hardship for you or your household?

	74%
	If yes... Is that a severe hardship that affects your ability to maintain your current standard of living, or is it a moderate hardship that affects you somewhat but does not jeopardize your current standard of living?


	3 in 4
	Thurston County Grade as a Place to Live Dips, But 84% Rated it as “Satisfactory” or Better
	2.55 GPA
	2.60 GPA
	2.63 GPA

	The Main Reason for the Grade Varies
	Affordability and Homelessness Named as Thurston County’s “Most Pressing Issues” for Third Straight Year
	Neighborhood Grade: “B-” (2.93 GPA)
	Q: Thinking about your specific neighborhood, overall, how would you grade it as a desirable place to live? Would you say...

	Government Services Combined Grade “C” (2.11 GPA)
	Q: How would you grade the following characteristics of your community? Use the same letter grades as before.
	Fire & Emergency Medical
	Environmental Protection
	Public Schools
	2.94 GPA
	2.89 GPA
	2.98 GPA
	2.43 GPA*
	2.58 GPA
	2.50 GPA
	2.21 GPA*
	2.44 GPA
	2.24 GPA



	Government Services Combined Grade “C” (2.11 GPA)
	Q: How would you grade the following characteristics of your community? Use the same letter grades as before.
	Traffic Management
	Land Use & Zoning
	Value Recieved for Local Taxes
	1.90 GPA
	2.08 GPA
	2.02 GPA
	1.57 GPA*
	1.98 GPA
	1.69 GPA
	1.52 GPA*
	1.82 GPA
	1.73 GPA



	Community Attributes Combined Grade “C” (1.89 GPA); All Six Categories Rated Lower Than Last Year
	Q: How would you grade the following characteristics of your community?
	A Place to Raise a Family
	A Place to Grow Old
	2.54 GPA
	2.64 GPA
	2.58 GPA
	2.26 GPA*
	2.50 GPA
	2.33 GPA


	Community Attributes Combined Grade “C” (1.89 GPA); All Six Categories Rated Lower Than Last Year
	Q: How would you grade the following characteristics of your community?
	The Business Climate
	Housing Affordability
	Homelessness

	Constituency for Growth and Neighborhood Density Shrinks Back to 2024 Level
	“Characteristics  of Your Community” Ranked
	Financial Hardship Drags Down Community Ratings

