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State Land Trusts
TRUST LANDS SUPPORT SCHOOLS AND COUNTY SERVICES

The Department of Natural Resources (DNR) manages 3 million acres of state trust lands 
in Washington. 

State trust lands are distinctive in that they are managed to produce non-tax revenue for 
specific beneficiaries. Trust lands are an ongoing source of land-based financial support to 
various beneficiaries. 

The largest of these federally granted trusts is the Common School trust with 
approximately 1.8 million acres of forestland, agricultural lands and other properties. 
Revenue generated on these lands helps fund K-12 school construction projects across the 
state.

State Forest trust lands are another category of state trust lands managed by DNR for the 
benefit of the county where the lands are located.



The beneficiaries

K-12 Common School trust: These trust lands benefit K-12 
schools by provide funding for school construction projects 
throughout the state.

State Forest Land trust: State Forest trust lands benefit 
counties and junior taxing districts. They provide revenue that 
supports local and state schools as well as county services 
including roads, libraries, fire districts, ports, hospitals and 
emergency management.





New Lands Commissioner
Commissioner Upthegrove Calls “Timeout” on Harvesting Older State Forests

First action: Announced a 6-month pause on DNR timber harvests in certain structurally 
complex mature forests.

Purpose: Better identify and map the characteristics of the forests the agency manages 
and meet DNR’s Policy for Sustainable Forests of conserving 10 to 15 percent of 
structurally complex forests. Develop the necessary criteria to protect older forests while 
ensuring a sustained level of harvests.

Scope: DNR staff identified 23 sales meeting these criteria planned for the first half of 
2025. This constitutes 28% of all sale acres for 2025.

The Commissioner will use this time to meet with beneficiaries, Tribes, environmental 
groups, industry, and the public in a transparent process to get their input and build 
support for protecting these vital forests.” 






